
 
 
 

 
TO: James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Ron Whisenand, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Airport Road-HWY 46E Traffic Signal Analysis 
  
DATE: May 1, 2007 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to authorize a contract with Fehr and Peers Transportation 

Consultants for traffic engineering services. 
  
FACTS: 1. Airport area businesses rely on the safe and efficient operation of the Airport 

Road-Highway 46E intersection for access. 
 
 2. In 2004, the City retained OMNI-MEANS to prepare a Project Study Report 

(PSR) for improvements to the intersection of Airport Road and Highway 
46E.  At that time, Caltrans agreed to include consideration of a four-way 
traffic signal (with a southerly connection to 46E) in the context of the PSR. 

 
 3. At a meeting to discuss PSR alternatives in January, 2007, Caltrans denounced 

the viability of the four-way traffic signal and directed that the PSR traffic 
study be amended accordingly. 

 
 4. In a meeting on April 2, 2007, Caltrans stated they would consider a three-

way traffic signal, at the existing Airport Road-46E intersection, as an 
operational improvement outside the purview of the on-going PSR, if 
warrants are met and a reasonable design can be proposed. 

  
 5. Caltrans is scheduled to begin construction of the Highway 46E four-lane 

widening project this November.  Any traffic signal design must be consistent 
with the four-lane widening plan. 

 
 6. The City has received a proposal from Fehr and Peers Transportation 

Consultants to perform a warrant analysis and to prepare schematic plans for a 
traffic signal at Airport Road and Highway 46E. 

 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION:  Fehr and Peers Transportation Consultants proposes to analyze traffic signal 

warrants, measure sight distance and report on the viability of installation of a 
three-way traffic signal at the Airport Road-46E intersection.  The analysis 
will include a comparison of advantages and disadvantages of installing a four-
way signal at Union Road in lieu of Airport Road.  The proposal also includes 
meeting time to present their findings to Caltrans.   
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  If a traffic signal is proven to be viable, the City will have the option of 
proceeding with design and seeking support of Caltrans.  Options for funding 
of design and construction of the traffic signal include the establishment of an 
area-wide assessment district.  Many developed properties in the area have 
entered into agreements to participate in improvements to the intersection.  

 
  Additionally, the report may be the beginning of a comprehensive study of 

the 46E corridor.  The Fehr and Peers report will provide background for 
consideration of parallel routes to 46E and for alternative routes to the 
Airport. 

  
POLICY 
REFERENCE: Adopted Circulation Element of the General Plan. 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: The Fehr and Peers Study is estimated at $15,000. 
  
OPTIONS: a. Adopt Resolution No. 07-xx authorizing the City Council to enter into an 

agreement with Fehr and Peers Transportation Consultants for traffic 
engineering services and approving a one-time budget appropriation from the 
general fund in an amount not to exceed $15,000 to budget account 200-910-
5452-545 for fiscal year 2007. 

   
b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 

 
Attachments (2) 

1) Proposal from Fehr and Peers Transportation Consultants 
2) Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO. 07- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
TO AUTHORIZE A CONTRACT WITH FEHR AND PEERS TRANSPORTATION CONSULTANTS 

FOR TRAFFIC ENGINEERING SERVICES  
  

 
WHEREAS, airport area businesses rely on the safe and efficient operation of the Airport Road-Highway 
46E intersection for access; and 
  
WHEREAS, Fehr and Peers Transportation Consultants have provided a proposal to analyze warrants for a 
traffic signal at Airport Road-46E, assess viability and to compare advantages of placement of the signal at 
Union Road. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles to 
approve a one-time budget appropriation from the general fund in an amount not to exceed $15,000 to 
budget account 200-910-5452-545 for fiscal year 2007. 
 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 1st day of May 2007 by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
 
 
 
    
  Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Deborah D. Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
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